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NEW ERA EDUCATIONAL AND CHARITABLE SUPPORT FOUNDATION 
(Center for Dialogue and Peace Education) 

RABO HOUSE, #1 Mazaram Road, Rayfield, 
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Email: info@needcsi.org  Website: www.needcsi.org  
  

 
 
 
 
ABOUT US 

New Era Educational and Charitable Support Foundation is a unique 
Organization on a mission to build, support and empower teams of youth with 
capacities to emerge from a life on the streets, drugs and dysfunctional families, 
to becoming leaders capable of helping themselves and their communities. We 
are leading a movement that connects youth, educators and communities and 
empowers them to transform themselves from recipients of information and 
resources into valuable, contributing members of their communities. We are a 
Jos-Nigeria based International non-religious, non-political, non-ethnic, non-
profit, humanitarian and educational support organization committed to 

promoting the resurgence of human values in all aspects of life across the globe. 

Our values include: (1) a sense of belonging to a common humanity, (2) respect and consideration for 
all people, (3) compassion and non-violence, (4) a commitment to preserving the natural environment, 
and (5) a social service ethic. We are committed to offering inclusive and holistic paradigms 
of education that prioritize experiential learning, cross- cultural dialogue, and a global ethic of peace 
and social justice.  The Organization actively addresses and works on the issues of education, peace 
and conflict mediation, health, youth capacity building and leadership development in Nigeria. 

 

 

Hon. Elisha Buba Yero, URI Global Council Trustee, Hon. Timothy B. Parlong, Special Adviser on Peacebuilding to Plateau State 

Government, H.E.Amb. Dr. Mussie Hailu, URI Africa Regional Director and Dr. Emmanuel Ande Ivorgba, at the Conference 

H.E. Amb. Dr. Mussie Hailu, URI Special Representative at the Africa Union addresses Conference Participants during Opening Session 
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
The Annual International Conference on Youth and 
Interfaith Dialogue has been held annually since 
2009, in the City of Jos, the Plateau State Capital 
and Nigeria’s “Home of Peace and Tourism”. 
The Inaugural International Conference on Youth 
and Interfaith Dialogue was held in October 2009 at 
the National Library of Nigeria, beside the Plateau 
State Polytechnic, Jos, with over 250 participants. 
This was then followed by the 2nd Annual 
International Conference in October 2010 at the 
Leadership Institute, Tudun Wada GRA, Jos, with 
tremendous support and facilitation from 

the Jewish-Palestinian Living Room Dialogue 
Group.  

The 2nd Annual International Conference resulted in the Award Winning Documentary 
Film, DIALOGUE IN NIGERIA: MUSLIMS AND CHRISTIANS CREATING THEIR 
FUTURE. The 3rd Annual International Conference on Youth and Interfaith Dialogue was held in 
October 2011 at the Rockfield Motel, Rayfield, Jos, in collaboration with the California USA-based 
The Voices of Angels Foundation, United Religions Initiative, Interfaith Peace-Building Initiative 
(IPI) and Global Educators for All Initiative. At the 3rd Annual Conference, the 120 participants made 
a very passionate Appeal to End Religiously-motivated Violence in Nigeria.  

Youth — with international adult mentors — successfully engage face to face applying new tools of 
communication and creativity to then take back home to their schools,  communities, and nations. 

Challenging, practical workshops provide the 
“how-to” for citizens to create and sustain our 
collective social existence beginning with youth 
and faith that works in real life. 

Experiences in youth form the adult human being. 
Young adults are a major force in the contemporary 
world. Today’s youth make new intellectual 
contributions and excel in mobilizing social 
networks and cooperation.  A new breed of young 
adults insists on engaging, refusing to be enemies. 
Today’s youth need and deserve appreciation and 

positive engagement, to help release their 
unprecedented social growth, creativity, and 
leadership that includes everyone, excludes nobody. 

 

CONFERENCE THEME 

The theme of the 5th International Conference on Youth and Interfaith Dialogue was “ The Role of 
Free and Responsible Media toward a Peaceful Society Imbued with Dignity and Mutual Respect”.  
Conference participants examined the positive role of various means of media and social media in the 
area of Peacebuilding and in the enhancement of dialogue between the members of world’s religions. 
Furthermore, the Conference reviewed the emergence of communications technology, its 
development and its relationship and impact upon Faith Communities. The Conference also 
considered the various methods and sites of social communication, services offered and mode of 
transmission and how they facilitate peace or promote violence. Conference Participants discussed 
various topics, including freedom of opinion and expression guaranteed to all and the need to respect 
and honor our freedom and the freedom of others in order to build a suitable and better habitable 
global community for all.  

 

 

Mr. Kingsley K. Bangwell of Youngstars Foundation  
Addressing Participants at the Conference 
 

Ema Miroslava Billings, Mediation Training 
Manager, Search for Common Grounds (SFCG) 
leading a Session at the 5th International Conference 
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1CONFERENCE FACILITATION AND PARTICIPATION 
The 5th International Conference on Youth and Interfaith Dialogue, conducted at the Treasures Inn & 
Suites, Jos, Nigeria from 25th – 26th October, 2013  was attended by 156 participants, from 3 
continents, representing Government Ministries and Agencies, Civil Society Groups, NGOs, Faith-
based Organizations within Nigeria and around the world. This theme of the Conference was “The 
Role of Free and Responsible Media Toward a Peaceful Society Imbued with Dignity and Mutual 
Respect”. Resource Persons and Conference Facilitators included the following: 

 
H.E. Ambassador Mussie Hailu, PhD, is a peace activist working 
at national, regional and international levels for peace, 
reconciliation, interfaith harmony, disarmament, the Golden Rule, 
world citizenship, right human relationships, and international 
cooperation. He identifies himself as a Citizen of the World, 
strongly believes in the interdependence of human beings, and 
celebrates cultural diversity. He sees the differences in race, 
ethnicities, religions, politics, and nationalities as important 
elements of the one and indivisible humanity. Mussie, building on 

Scarboro Mission’s Golden Rule poster, is circulating tens of thousands of an African version of the 
poster. He has served African and global organizations, including United Nations agencies, and he is a 
founding member of United Religions Initiative. Currently he serves as regional director of URI for 
Africa and representative of URI at the Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA) and African 
Union (AU). He is also Ambassador-at Large to the Republic of Burundi. 
 

Hon. Elisha Buba Yero is an elder statesman, an experienced 
peace builder and community developer. He serves as the 
Wakilin Kpope (ambassador to the Chief and traditional ruler of 
his community) in the Kaduna State of Nigeria. He works as 
Board Director with the Interfaith Meditation Center of the 
Christian/Muslim Dialogue Forum, and previously served as 
Special Advisor on Religious Affairs to the Executive Governor 
of Kaduna State. He also served as Permanent Secretary in the 
Kaduna State Ministry of Religious Affairs, and has initiated 
and directed several interfaith peacebuilding initiatives. Among 
several other institutions, Hon. Elisha attended the American 
University of Washington DC’s Peace Institute. In the last 20 

years, he has committed himself to promoting, daily and enduring interfaith cooperation and 
Peacebuilding and to reconciling historical enemies, especially in Nigeria. Hon Elisha Buba Yero is 
currently a Global Council Trustee of the United Religions Initiative (URI). 

 
Kingsley Bangwell is a household name in the youth development 
world. He is the team leader of Youngstars Foundation, with offices in 
Ghana and Nigeria. Within the past few years, Kingsley Bangwell’s 
profile as an emerging leader continues to witness global recognition. In 
2007, he was elected as the first Nigerian youth to attend the prestigious 
Stanford Fellowship on Democracy and Development, and in 2008 he 
was selected into the prestigious ASHOKA Fellowship (an honour of 
global recognition for people who have distinguished themselves in 
public innovation). Also, he was the only youth from Nigeria to be 
invited as a resource person and speaker during the 13th International 
Anti Corruption Conference in Greece organized by Transparency 

International. He was selected as the only Nigerian into the prestigious Young Global Leaders Forum 
in 2009. He is also a member of the Bretton Woods Committee, a Fellow Architect of the Future as 
well as a fellow of the Kennedy School of Leadership and Policy, Havard University. As a Young 
Global Leader he was a member of the World Economic Forum Global Agenda Council 2010. He 
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received a national diploma in Social Work and Community Development from the Plateau State 
Polytechnic in 2004. He was an intern at the World Youth Alliance, New York for three months in 
2003 and a Stanford Summer Fellow on Democracy, Development and Rule of Law, Stanford 
University in 2007. He received the Scout of the Year Award and in 1984 and was Scout Patrol 
Leader of his Wale. He wrote a chapter on Youth Entrepreneurship in the 2011 book titled Youth 
Effect published by the World Economic Forum. His program Democracy Series: Participation, 
Learning Active Youth (DESPLAY) brings together youth from different parts of Africa in a training 
program to learn about democracy and good governance as it affects young people. He produced a 
weekly youth television program with his wife called Out of You and recently started The Factory – 
Impact Youth Christian Center www.iyccafrica.org 
 

 
Emmanuel Ande Ivorgba, PhD, currently serves as Executive Director 
of New Era Educational and Charitable Support Foundation, a Nigeria-
based registered nonprofit empowering youth in West Africa with 
capacities to emerge from life on the streets, drugs and dysfunctional 
families, to becoming leaders capable of helping themselves and their 
communities. Emmanuel also serves as Council Ambassador to the 
Parliament of the World Religions, based in Chicago-USA. He also 
serves as Global Ethics Study Circle Coordinator for the California-
based The Dalai Lama Foundation. Emmanuel has been a student and 
participant in Project Happiness since 2006 and became the Program 
Director for the African continent in 2011. Emmanuel also serves 
as West Africa Liaison for United Religions Initiative (URI), a global 

grassroots interfaith network that cultivates peace and justice by engaging people to bridge religious 
and cultural differences and work together for the good of their communities and the world.   
 

Ema Miroslava Billings is bright, intelligent, energetic, inquisitive and 
always eager to learn. She is a reflective practitioner with great relational 
finesse. While naturally gravitating towards leadership roles, she also 
functions very well in teams. She is an initiator; innovator, a confident public 
speaker, group facilitator/trainer and group mobilizer with solid writing skills 
and a passionate activist with exceptional networking skills that have 
international reach. She previously volunteered with Peaceplayers 
International in the Middle East and various Palestinian day camps working 
with youth, in the USA, at a juvenile detention center, working with 
undocumented and unaccompanied youth immigrants, involved in gangs, 
rescued from child soldiering and the sex and drug trade. She has fostered 

sensitive relationships and built strong bonds of trust with highly traumatized and marginalized youth. 
Among several others, Ema has served on the Board of the Gandhi International Institute for Peace, as 
a Human Rights Activist and Community Organizer working on immigration initiatives for 
undocumented immigrants with Virginia Organizing.  Ema is now completing her Masters Degree in 
Conflict Transformation with a focus on Psychosocial Trauma Healing at the Center for Justice and 
Peacebuilding (CJP) at the Eastern Mennonite University (EMU), Harrisonburg, VA USA.  

 

Victor Gotevbe is a visionary leader, leading a credible network of 
young African professionals. He holds a degree in philosophy. Victor 
is a certified public Relations practitioner and an Associate member 
of Nigerian Institute of Management. He works with Vanguard 
Media Limited (publishers of the Vanguard newspapers) as the 
Administration/HR Manager. He is also both locally and 
internationally as a researcher, trainer and facilitator. He consults 
globally for some small and medium scale enterprises (SME’s), 
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NGOs, CBO’s, Coalitions and some individuals. He is the principal partner of Conduit Consulting 
firm. Victor is also the Country director of YouthBank Nigeria, a Youth for Transparency 
International (YTI) initiative. He is YTI Chief Strategist and designated representative at the United 
Nations. He is the Editor of Youthful Vibes, a Youth Column of the Vanguard Newspapers, serving as 
a platform for young Nigerians who are making a difference. Victor has received recognition from 
several organizations and has attended several events across the country and beyond the continent of 
Africa.   In 2012, he received an international award -the African Achievers Award (United Kingdom) 
amongst several others. He is a very active member of Moral Rearmament/Initiatives of Change, 
Nigeria.  He is a fellow of the African Institute of Governing with Integrity and a fellow of Crans 
Montana Forum. He is married to Franca and they are blessed with two boys and one girl. 

The Keynote Address was delivered by Dr. Raphael Ogar Oko, Dr. Raphael Ogar Oko, International 
Coordinator, Global Educators for All Initiative (GEFAI), National Secretary, Universal Peace 
Federation-Nigeria and Co-Founder, Market Place Initiative. A total of five Paper presentations were 
made at the conference, generating much discussions and contributions from participants. The Papers 
presented included:  
 

1. The Role of the Media in Promoting a Culture of Peace- By Mr. Victor Gotevbe, Human 
Resources Manager, Vanguard Media Ltd (Publishers of Vanguard Newspapers), Certified 
Public Relations Practitioner and an Associate Member of Nigerian Institute of Management, 
YTI Chief Strategist and designated representative at the United Nations, Editor of Youthful 
Vibes, a Youth Column of the Vanguard Newspapers, Fellow of the African Institute of 
Governing with Integrity. 
 

2. The Media: Responsible Citizenship & a Peaceful Society -By Adaka Terfa Ahon, M.Ed. 
Lecturer Special Education in the Department of Educational Psychology, Federal College of 
Education (Technical), Gombe- Nigeria (FCE(T)G), Public Relations Officer, National Center 
of Exceptional Children (NCEC), Advisory Board Member, Actus Fidei Global Faith Institute 

 
3. Youth as Actors in Peacebuilding Processes- By Mr. Kingsley K. Bangwell, Executive 

Director/CEO, Youngstars Foundation, Abuja, Nigeria. 
 

4. Islam and Peacebuilding Efforts in Nigeria-By Sheik Bala Ahmed Baban Innah, Chief 
Imam, Bauchi Central Mosque, Bauchi, Bauchi State, Nigeria. 

 
5. Religion and Peacebuilding in Nigeria: A Christian Perspective- By Rev. Father Kassam 

Basil Fukshiwe, Justice Development & Peace Commission, Catholic Archdiocese of Jos, 
Nigeria 

 
Ema Miroslava Billings, Training Mediation Manager at Search for Common Ground- Nigeria 
facilitated a Discussion Session on Creating Awareness on Peacebuilding Practices 

 
DISCUSSIONS AND OBSERVATIONS 
The format of this conference includes a round table discussion which brings an interfaith group of 
youth together from Europe, North America and Africa to engage in a dialogue with political, social 
and faith leaders on a variety of topics from the media’s role in creating and promoting a peaceful 
society, what role can young people take in promoting world peace and Christian/Islam peace 
building efforts in Nigeria. By the end of the two-day event, participants resolved to do the following: 
 

a. . Establish the Golden Rule Chapter in Nigeria to serve as a platform for the entrenchment of 
mutual respect, tolerance and upholding of human dignity. A National Steering Committee 
was constituted to that effect and the first meeting was conducted. The Committee will meet 
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again on 7th December to marshal the way forward and plan towards the celebration of the 
Golden Rule Day on April 5th, 2014. 

b. The citizenry and mass media should have an attitudinal and behavioural change on the taste 
of content. 

c. The mass media and people working in the area of peace should give voice to younger people 
and involved them in peace building activities 

d. The mass media and people working in the area of peace should create an inclusive and 
divergent platform 

e. The media should promote responsible citizenship so as to cultivate the culture of non 
violence through reports that promote human dignity and patriotism. 

f. We should all be committed to peace building process and not leave it in the hands of few 
individuals or groups. 

g. All citizens must show practical commitments to peace building in their respective 
communities by encouraging and getting involved in activities that promote peace 

h. Create and promote an ideal vision of a peaceful society irrespective of our diversity in 
ethnicity, religion, and abilities and otherwise. 

i. Translation of the golden rule in various Nigerian languages and working with teachers and 
schools to enshrine it in school curriculum 

j. The Golden Rule and the URI Talking Back to Hate Campaign should be introduced as a 
community development service (CDS) group in the NYSC Scheme and in schools in 
Colleges. 

k. Wherever there is violence of any nature, we should come out openly to challenge and 
condemn it, because it is not culturally, religiously or otherwise accepted. 

l. Irrespective of our religious affiliations, we ought to teach young religious leaders to teach the 
truth and the right thing and to avoid inflammatory sermons that could incite the citizens. 

m. We should all work towards ensuring a strong and fair judicial system. 
 

APPRECIATION 
New Era Educational and Charitable Support Foundation greatly appreciates the generous support of 
the United Religions Initiative (URI-Africa), H.E. Amb. Dr. Mussie Hailu, the Hon. Timothy B. 
Parlong, Special Adviser on Peacebuilding to the Plateau State Government, Hon. Elisha Buba Yero, 
URI Global Council Trustee who chaired the Conference, Dr. Raphael Ogar Oko of the Global 
Educators for All Initiative, Abuja, Mr. Godwin Okoko, Country Representative of APURIMAC 
Onlus-Nigeria, the Media, especially the Plateau Radio and Television Corporation (PRTVC), and 
everyone who participated directly or indirectly at the conference. 


